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In the case of natural service, semen is deposited in the anterior vagina whereas with 

artificial insemination it is usual to place it just inside the uterus or in the anterior cervix. 

Spermatozoa ascend the female tract by both active and passive processes. Active transport 

involves activity of the sperm tail or flagella, but clearly its interaction with epithelial surface 

secretions and cilia is also important. Propulsion of spermatozoa through the uterus appears 

to be quite rapid and the isthmus of the oviduct acts as a spermatozoa reservoir in many 

species. Recent observations using ultrasound techniques have demonstrated the capacity of 

the uterus to transport fluids to the vicinity of the oviduct in a matter of minutes. 

Spermatozoa have been detected in the oviducts as little as two minutes after insemination. 

The passive transport appears to be due solely to uterine contractions of the female and has 

been demonstrated to occur even with dead spermatozoa.  


